
119JOP. Journal of the Pancreas - http://pancreas.imedpub.com/ - Vol. 22 No. 6 – July 2021. [ISSN 1590-8577]

COMMENTARY

JOP. J Pancreas (Online) 2021 July 31; 22(6): 119-120.

Received date Jul 03rd, 2021; Accepted date: Jul 19th 2021
Correspondence Jennifer Gershman
Health Research Institute of Santiago de Compostela (IDIS)
University Hospital of Santiago de Compostela,
Santiago de Compostela, Spain
Tel +34981952266
E-mail: Jennifer.Gershman@usc.es 

New Pancreatic Cancer Treatments

Jennifer Gershman

Health Research Institute of Santiago de Compostela (IDIS), University Hospital of Santiago de 
Compostela, Santiago de Compostela, Spain

BACKGROUNG
A review  of novel therapies for pancreatic most 

cancers and capability destiny remedies for the sickness 
discovered that new treatment options are urgently 
wanted for patients, with some of potential options at the 
horizon. presented on the 2021 annual assembly of the 
yank Society of clinical Oncology, the studies indicates that 
mutations of the KRAS gene ought to function a potential 
target for treatment, however that the targetable KRAS 
G12C mutation may be very rare in pancreatic cancer, 
and the mutations extra commonly visible are presently 
now not targetable. additionally, treatments combining 
chemotherapy and immunotherapy may be the destiny of 
immunotherapy for pancreatic cancer. The development 
of precision medicinal drug for pancreatic cancer has 
confronted a number of demanding situations, such as a 
loss of precise molecular-focused tablets.

“We understand we can collection the tumor samples 
well,” said Angela Lamarca, MD, PhD. “We realize we can 
become aware of the genetic alterations in that tumor 
tissue. unfortunately, we're lacking in unique molecular-
targeted tablets in the mean time, and we're consequently 
figuring out alterations that aren't targetable as-but.”

There are several capacity targets for precision 
medication, but every with their own troubles. Germline 
BRCA 1 and BRCA 2 mutations occur in handiest 5% to 
7% of sufferers with pancreatic cancer, and although 
treatment of these mutations the usage of platinum-
based chemotherapy in combination with preservation 
olaparib inside the POLO trial confirmed an development 
in progression-unfastened survival (PFS), there has been 
no widespread effect on normal survival (OS). But, these 
findings nevertheless suggests that a higher knowledge of 
molecular biology can result in improvements for patients.

“There’s data displaying that, even though olaparib is not 
available, using platinum-primarily based chemotherapy 
for those sufferers is of benefit, which is in a way a shape 

of precision medicinal drug,” Lamarca said.

“We recognize we are able to series the tumor samples 
properly,” said Angela Lamarca, MD, PhD. “We recognize 
we can pick out the genetic alterations in that tumor tissue. 
lamentably, we're lacking in precise molecular-centered 
pills in the interim, and we are therefore identifying 
changes that aren't targetable as-but.”

There are several potential objectives for precision 
medicinal drug, but each with their personal problems. 
Germline BRCA 1 and BRCA 2 mutations arise in simplest 
five% to 7% of patients with pancreatic cancer, and 
even though remedy of those mutations the use of 
platinum-based totally chemotherapy in combination 
with renovation olaparib in the POLO trial showed an 
development in development-loose survival (PFS), there 
was no sizeable effect on overall survival (OS). however, 
those findings nevertheless suggests that a higher 
understanding of molecular biology can result in upgrades 
for patients.

“there's statistics showing that, even supposing 
olaparib isn't always to be had, using platinum-based 
totally chemotherapy for these patients is of gain, that's in 
a manner a shape of precision medicinal drug,” Lamarca 
stated.

KRAS mutations are any other ability target for precision 
medicinal drug. these are a number of the maximum not 
unusual visible in pancreatic most cancers, with more than 
ninety% of sufferers presenting with a KRAS mutation. 
however, G12C mutations, that are targetable, occur in 
less than 1% of sufferers with pancreatic most cancers, 
that means that the overwhelming majority of sufferers 
with KRAS mutations do now not have a mutation this is 
currently targetable with available remedies. “I think it’s 
simply crucial that we keep in mind that precision medicine 
is not the most effective issue this is going on in pancreatic 
cancer,” Lamarca stated. “there may be a massive attempt 
in new mixtures, specifically in chemotherapy techniques. 
We know that Folfirinox is the combination to overcome, 
and in seeking to do that, we've new triplet techniques 
being explored.”

Immunotherapy is also being revisited as a potential 
remedy option across a broader group of patients with 
pancreatic cancer. at first, immunotherapy was applied as 
a remedy for patients with MMR poor malignancies, which 

mailto:Jennifer.Gershman@usc.es


120JOP. Journal of the Pancreas - http://pancreas.imedpub.com/ - Vol. 22 No. 6 – July 2021. [ISSN 1590-8577]

JOP. J Pancreas (Online) 2021 July 31; 22(6): 119-120.

accounted for much less than five% of patients. however, 
the recent fight trial has proven that immunotherapy in 
aggregate with pembrolizumab and chemotherapy shows 
substantial enhancements in partial reaction quotes.

New tablets are also being developed to particularly 
target the stroma of the tumor. This consists of 

pamrevlumab, which showed promising effects in phase 
1 and segment 2 trials for the treatment of domestically 
advanced pancreatic most cancers, particularly in the 
increase of patients who became resectable. In line with 
Lamarca, the query stays if treatments targeting the stroma 
will play a role in metastatic cancer treatments.


